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He saves.

He gives new life.

We began looking at those Three Truths, as we’re calling them, last month. They summarize what the creeds
(especially the Apostle’s Creed) teach. We say the Apostles’ Creed about every other Sunday, on the days
when we don’t celebrate the Lord’s Supper (Communion). We also say it when we have a baptism. In fact,
the Church has used the Apostles’ Creed from ancient times as a baptismal creed.

Baptism is important to us as Christians, especially Lutheran Christians, because it is the way God makes us
His children and gives us new life (remember: He gives new life It is literally a bath or a washing (that’s
what baptism means), but not a bath that washes away dirt. It’s a bath that washes away sin. The apostle
Peter says: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” (Acts 2:38). So baptism gives us forgiveness of sins
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It gives us the new life that we talk about.



When God baptizes us, He uses an ordinary person (the pastor) who pours ordinary water (from the sink) over
our heads. By themselves the pastor and the water don’t do anything, but the words that are spoken are God’s
words, said at God’s command, and they make baptism capable of washing away sin. What are those words?
They come from Matthew 28:19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

These words that Jesus commanded us to say are God’s way of naming us. He puts His name (Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit) on us like a permanent mark, which means we belong to Him. It’s like having another last name.

So whenever we are scared, tempted, angry, feel unloved, or do something wrong, we can remember that we
belong to God and that He will forgive us, protect us, and give us strength. That’s worth celebrating! Whenever
you feel any of these things, remember that you are baptized, and you might even say the words out loud to
remind yourself (and Satan, if he’s tempting or torturing you): “I am baptized.” Remembering that, you can have
peace knowing that God is with you.

There are many other cool things about baptism, and we’ll talk about more of them later.

In His Grip,
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Games, pizza,
roller skating,
laser tag, slides
and jungle gyms.

So much fun was
had at LOL,
(Laugh Out
Loud). Don

worry we will do it
again real soon.




Spoiler alert—
The hero comes
back to life
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